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It is to be noted at the very beginning of this history that for many years prior to the beginning of the Elk Point Baptist Church there had been a number of Evangelical Christian works in and around Elk Point, none of which put down deep roots.  It is also to be noted that there were a number of Christians praying for such a work to be established over those years, perhaps the most notable of these prayer warriors were Mrs. Kate Arnold and her sister Miss Jennie Hobden.   Both of these ladies are at home with their Lord at this time; both had the opportunity to see their prayers answered.  Most of you will not have met these ladies, but you will be interested to know that Mrs. Arnold was Irene Magnusson’s mother and Jennie Hobden her aunt.
In 1980 the Rev. Albert Marshall, who had been Professor of the New Testament at Eston Bible School for 37 years, retired.  He moved to Elk Point to plant a church, and when John Wesley White was in Vermilion doing a Crusade, Mr. Marshall invited him to come to Elk Point to a chamber of Commerce luncheon, where he addressed the members present.  John McGregor accompanied Mr. White that day, and it was then that Albert Marshall asked him to come and see him.

At this same time, Ted Clark of Vermilion, who employed “John” in his Accounting Business, asked John to take over the Elk Point business, and John began coming here one day a week.  It was thus that John came to know Albert Marshall and to begin to feel the pulse of the folk in and around Elk Point.  At the same time John came to visit us and others and asked if we felt a work could be started.  I recall saying to him, “Unless you plan to stay don’t come.”  His response was typical of John when he said, “If I come, I promise that I will come every Sunday even if only one person shows up.”
In March of 1981, they organized a three day crusade, which was held in the gymnasium of the Elk Point Elementary School, and at which Ted Clark was the speaker.  Three services were held with Vermilion Baptist Church bringing a bus load of folk, some of whom formed the choir accompanied by Jean Clark (Ted’s wife), and a few folk from Elk Point community making up the congregation.  This was the beginning!

As Ted and John prayed the Lord gave John a verse and he stood on it:  that verse was Revelation 3:8 which says “I know thy works: behold I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my word”.  With this direction from the Lord, the first service was held on September 20, 1981 in what was then known as the F.C.S.S. building... once the old High School and now a student parking lot south of the Elementary School playground.   Among those present that day were Peggy Adomaitis, Lawrence and (myself) Margaret Modin, The Young family, The Povaschuk’s, The Krochmals from St. Paul and a number of folk from Vermilion.  There may have been others not recorded.  In all, 27 people attended that first service.  For the first six months the services were held in the afternoon but in March of 1982 they were moved to the morning.  During this time Ted was Senior Pastor and John Youth Pastor and visiting Pastor.  Together they asked God to give them one new soul a month and He faithfully did that through the early years.  

Soon Adele Young (Johnson) and Sally Adomaitis (Turner) along with Nicole Osborne (Ulrich), asked the youth Pastor to help them organize a Youth group.  With John’s help, and Adele as president of the group, and the support of many young people, the youth work was launched.  It was exciting to see the enthusiasm of these young people and the way in which they would organize, down to the last detail, the program and the food, etc. for a Youth Rally often totalling 100 – 120 young people, not only once during the year but on three or four occasions.  They in fact provided the spark for the work.  One Crusade in which they played a part was one with Ian Bowie then pastoring in B.C. but well known to the youth through their experience at Camp.  There were 12 souls led to the Lord at that series of meetings.  I believe it was at that Crusade that Della Povaschuk came to know the Lord.  For some time they were the only youth group in the area and so they ministered to many throughout the Lakeland.
In June of 1981 a joint Baptismal Service with Vermilion Baptist Church was held at Whitney Lake Bible Camp.

It was January of 1983, before the church had grown sufficiently to formally call John McGregor to pastor the church.  At that time with the help of Peggy Adomaitis, they found a house and with the promise of $50.00 support a month from the Vermilion Baptist Church and a job in the print shop in Elk Point, he came.  He carried on in this manner until 1985 when Home Missions of Fellowship Baptist Church’s, committed to support him and added $400.00 for him to become involved in a full time ministry.  
The first Thanksgiving service saw the McGregors, Norm Ellis and the Lord in attendance.  However, I’m told it was a blessed time for them together.  It took me a long time to figure out that the “we” John always talked about was him and the Lord.
The first Communion Service was held on February 13, 1983.

On May 9, 1983 Rod Black made a Missions presentation to the group on the Mission field of Pakistan.  We supported him and his wife Donna until 2014 when they retired from the field.
As the numbers grew it became obvious that it was desirable to have our own church building and on January 9, 1984 at a church meeting, it was decided to purchase land and a building committee was struck.

On November 26, 1984 a Recognition Service was held and Elk Point Baptist church formally became a member of the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Alberta, Saskatchewan and the Territories known to us as FEBCAST.
March of 1986, saw the church become involved in supporting the work of the Whitney Lake Bible Camp.  We are still involved in this work at this time.

April 13, 1986, a cold and blustery day, but that did not dampen the spirits of those who turned out to turn the sod and mark the beginning of construction of the original building.

Under the direction of Tom Sales, construction foremen, the members of this church, along with certain trade’s people, erected the building.  There are those among us today, who remember the hours spent together getting the job done.  God taught other lessons as we went along with this project and one such incident stands out in my mind.  We arrived at church early one Sunday and John was already there kneeling at the altar. $5,200.00 in bills had arrived unexpectantly, and he had them spread out on the altar, and, as was his fashion when in need he had laid them out before God and committed the matter to Him.  He shared this with the congregation and within the week they were all covered… and John is probably the only one who knows how.  What an example that was to those of us in his presence that day.

December 5, 1986 was a highlight day.  It was the day of dedication for the building, when 245 people turned out to praise God and fellowship together.

The most exciting event of 1987 was the Ordination of John McGregor on November 20th.    A number of surrounding Fellowship Churches sent in pastors to examine John and recommend his ordination.  These fellows were a great bunch and left great memories for those of us involved.

On March 27th, 1988, the Elk Point Baptist Church held it’s first Commissioning Service, as it commissioned Don and Brenda Shepert to begin a daughter work in their home area of Cork, Alberta.   Where they held their first service on April 3, Easter Sunday of that year.  We can only believe it was not God’s timing because the work in Cork closed out in 1993.
It was also in the spring of 1988 that Herb and Karen Ziegler came to town and joined us at Elk Point Baptist.  It was Herb who installed our very first sound system and it served us well for many years.

In between the highs of life there are always plains and the next few months saw the church carrying on the everyday business of Christian ministry.  However, God does not let us get too comfortable for too long lest we fall asleep, and on August 4, 1988 He called John McGregor to another ministry.  The church went into a state of shock, because whoever had thought that God would remove this one who had led us, not only into a church planting ministry but also into a building ministry.  However, in the last six weeks of his ministry in this pulpit he also prepared and led us into the realization that the church could and would survive his leaving.  We thank God that He does still cause John to pass our way on occasion and also allows us a part in his new ministry, through support and prayer.  His resignation became effective on September 18, 1988, almost exactly seven years to the day after he began, God’s perfect number.
Over the next few months we were grateful to many brothers in Christ who came and ministered to us as the Deacons and members sought God’s will concerning a new Pastor.
In January of 1989, Jim MacLellan, a brother who had been doing an itinerate ministry for some time, came to minister to the folk here, and as a result he was called to a full time ministry on January 15, 1989 and is here with us today doing the work God has called him to.

Again, the church moved on and in September of 1989 it added two Elders to the church government, in the persons of John McGregor and Lawrence Modin.

In January 1991, the church became involved in a work called VISION 2000 whose goal it was that ALL Canadians, including the Elk point area, would have heard, seen, and had the opportunity to respond to the gospel by the year 2000.  This is a ministry that is ongoing.

A day that many of us remember with great excitement was the Sunday in 1997 when the last of the church debt was laid out before us and immediately it was erased by the giving of those present.  The final check was dated May 27, 1997.
The years have moved on and we have allowed too many years to pass before updating our church history.  We are now in 2015 and look back at a time of continual ministry and growth.  

Senior Pastor

Jim MacLellan was born to missionary parents in Nigeria Africa.  His parents returned to Canada and served various churches while he was still young.  His formative years were lived out in Nova Scotia and Ontario.  In 1973 he joined the Canadian Army and concluded his service in 1984 as a Captain in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  He had served in various parts of the nation including Calgary, Winnipeg and Wainwright.  He served one tour with the United Nations in the Cypriot Mission.

Jim was saved in 1983 in Winnipeg Manitoba.  In 1984 he settled in the Irma Alberta area and soon became involved in an independent rural church.  This afforded him the opportunity to grow and become involved in various ministries.  In 1989 he was called into the ministry and has served the congregation of Elk Point Baptist Church since then.

Jim is married to Debra.  Debra was born in Lethbridge Alberta and grew up in Medicine Hat.  She lived for many years in Calgary.  She is a graduate of Berean Bible College and a licensed denturist.  Jim and Debra have three girls: Courtney (married to Kyle Gulayets, living in Cochrane, Alberta) and Katrina (working and living in Bonnyville, Alberta); and Tracy-Lynne who is living in Calgary.  Jim’s parents are both with Christ, along with two of his sisters.  He has a married sister in Florida, USA.

Jim loves to be a handyman; to hunt; and to fish.  He loves to read and study theology.  He enjoys creative writing.  His first and foremost passion is to teach God’s Word.

Youth Pastors

In the spring of 1998 the church had grown to the point where there was a need for a Youth Ministry and Stewart Peterson was brought in as Intern Youth Pastor.  In the fall, he was called as our full time Youth Pastor.  The first youth office was in the back corner of the sanctuary and later moved to a classroom in the basement. Some of his memories of his time with us are that he played a lot of tennis in the summer with the youth and Pastor Jim (whom he never did beat).  He performed his first and only wedding, filling in for Pastor Sam Donaldson (Glendon Community Church).  This wedding was for a guy he had played basketball against in high school.

He spent many hours at F.G.Miller High School supervising the gym and playing basketball and volleyball with the youth of the school. He facilitated a community 30 hour famine at F.G.Miller High School.  He organized a slow pitch tournament held at Whitney Lake as a fundraiser for Josie Roberts after she was diagnosed with a brain tumour. He organized a slow pitch team which played in the local league, as well as a ski trip to Kinosoo Ridge in conjunction with Cold Lake Alliance Church.  

In the summer of 1999 Stewart resigned to take an Associate Pastor position at East Kildonan Baptist Church in Winnipeg leaving us looking for another Associate Pastor.

On January 23, 2003, Jason Goulet was brought on staff as Associate Pastor (Youth Ministry). His activities involved organizing the first of several Wilderness Camps held at LacLaBiche, where they stayed at Key–Way–Tin Bible School and canoed out to Jackson Lake.  He worked several years with the Awana program through the church.  He also took groups of young people to prepare a meal and visit with the folk in the Mustard Seed Church program in Edmonton. In addition to these activities he led Youth Bible studies, which included devotions, prayer time, Friday night events ( which included games), and he organized a number of One Day Youth Conferences.  He also participated in a study on Christianity Explored for the community which ran for seven weeks.  He also worked with Pastor Jim in organizing the Dasal Baptist Church in the Philippines.   
He moved on from his ministry here in September of 2013 to pursue other activities as he studies for his Master’s Degree. 

On September 1, 2016, Joshua Bateman was brought on staff as Assistant Pastor, ministering primarily to youth, children, & families. He has his Bachelor of Ministry in Youth Ministries from Ambrose University and is married to Cherilynn. Late September 2016 he started up a youth group, with a good number of youth attending. He oversees the KidZ R.O.C.K program for elementary children, teaches Sunday school, and preaches occasionally. He and Cheri were blessed in November of 2017 with a daughter, Lianna. 
He is also involved in the community: the ROCK Foundation, RCMP Committee, Volunteer Fire Fighter, and a baseball coach to elementary kids.
Church Board ( Elders and Deacons

After an extended time of prayer, study and interaction; and after the Membership had approved the idea, in principle, Elk Point Baptist Church became “officially” constituted with Elders and Deacons.  Prior to that, the Membership permitted the recognition of the pastors, as well as, Lawrence Modin and John McGregor to serve in an elder capacity.  But on February 11, 2009 the first newly-constituted Elders were added to the Church: Cliff Quist, Rick Peters and Neels VanRensburg.  The Church was then served by a plurality of Elders and a Board of Deacons.  Division of responsibility was determined with the Elders providing oversight and the Deacons primarily established to serve the needs of families in crisis, to manage the Church budget and care for the facility.
In 2009 they implemented The Grace Contingency Fund.  It is called this, because to do this, has been all by God’s grace; and because it is all given for the ultimate glory of God.  The word contingency enforces the idea that these circumstances are unplanned.  And so, it is divided into three categories; Church Ministry & Development, Mercy Ministries and Disaster Relief. By the Grace of God we have been able to provide aid of over $500,000.00 around the world. Among those helped were the church plant in the Philippines, Haiti Earthquake relief, Pakistan relief and development, Orphans in Lusaka, Zambia, Syrian Refugees, Nepal Earthquake Relief, Philippines Disaster Relief, Haiti Earthquake Relief, Japan Disaster, Horn of Africa Food Crisis, Calgary and Area Flooding, Philippines Typhoon, Syria Refugees, Ebola Crisis, Ukraine, Widows and Abandoned Children and Field Ministries, Fort McMurray Fire, Ukraine Refugees and Texas flood.
Church Staff
As a congregation, we had different families cleaning the church each week.  Once our building expansion was completed, we realized that we needed to hire a janitor.  And so, on April 26, 2006 the membership hired Susana Ortiguero, who, with the help of her family looked after our janitorial needs.  At the end of 2015 Susana decided to retire, and her daughter Airyn Guerzon was hired to be the janitor.  Airyn, her husband Roger and their daughters have been looking after our janitorial needs since 2016.
As our church family and building have grown, so too has the need to have someone in the office.  On December 7, 2008 Toni May was hired as the Treasurer and came in 2-3 days a week.  As the years have progressed, so has our need to have an administrator. Toni is now the Treasurer/Administration and is in the office Monday to Thursday 9am – 5pm.  

Constitution & Incorporation

March 25, 2009 ended what was a long and arduous journey to update and revise our Constitution.  After nearly ten years of work and the input of various task forces, committees and boards the Membership approved the new Constitution and By-Laws.  Significant historical changes included the inclusion of a statement on Marriage and the family affirming our biblical conviction on the Biblical definition of marriage.  Another significant inclusion in the By-Laws was the acceptance of a process whereby those believers baptized by affusion could, if they wish, seek Membership.  

This major step became the first step in another venture whereby the Constitution and By-Laws of 2009 would be approved by Vital Statistics.  We engaged a law firm to work on our behalf and on November 1, 2011 we officially became incorporated as a Church.  
Withdrawal from FEBCAST

On November of 1984, Elk Point Baptist Church affiliated with FEBCAST (Fellowship of Evangelical Churches in Alberta, Saskatchewan and the Territories) the regional aspect of FEBCC (Fellowship of Evangelical Churches in Canada).  The member churches and the respective officers were of great assistance to us as a fledgling church through meaningful advisement, financial assistance and mutual cooperation. However over the thirty year relationship increasing differences in doctrine and practice arose which resulted in a decision of the Church to shift to a position of associate status with FEBCAST in October, 2012.   At the Annual Meeting of February 8, 2014, the Membership voted to discontinue our relationship with FEBCAST.  At that point the church continues to serve Christ as an independent congregation under the same name and constitutional status.

Marriages

One of the changes that occurred in the Church’s withdrawal from affiliation with FEBCAST was that the congregation and its pastors forfeited their license to perform weddings under the statutes of Alberta. On June 22, 2015 it was the prayerful consensus of the Elders that in the best interest of the Church, Elk Point Baptist Church would not apply for a marriage license.  The decision was to provide a meaningful and seamless Christian wedding for couples who will have a need to have a civil ceremony just prior or concurrent with the church wedding. This decision represents a very important cultural and moral shift in Canada during these years.

Our Building
Over the years our church grew to the point where we had outgrown the original facility and in the spring of 2004 the church board asked Cliff Quist to head up a committee and oversee the prospect of building an expansion to the church.  

At this point the church had approximately $100,000 toward this expansion. Over the course of the following year the congregation weighed the cost and aspects of the building project and developed a blueprint that was deemed suitable and visionary to accommodate ongoing and future ministry needs as pertaining to our building needs. 

Universal Consulting out of Lloydminster drew up the final construction blueprints that provided for the expansion and renovations of the existing building from plans that were developed by the people of the church.  The original building was 40’ X 80’ equaling a total of 6400 sq. feet on two levels.  The new construction plan saw a total of approximately 12,700 sq. ft. added on two levels with a large entry that tied the old building and the new building together bringing the sq. footage of the building to just under 20,000 sq. ft. on two levels as it is today (December,2015).  

When we received the blueprints from the drafting company they informed us that the cost of the project would be in excess of 1.5 million dollars.  At this time the congregation had raised $300,000. And so, it was decided at the spring meeting to proceed with construction but the church would not borrow more than $300,000.

Cliff Quist assumed the responsibility of general contractor, and oversaw and co-ordinated the trades and all aspects of the construction and finishing of the building.  Kirk Davies construction was hired to frame the building and various other trades were hired.

Sod turning was held June 18, 2005 with Lawrence Modin putting the shovel into the ground.  Mayor Parrish Tung, Kirk Davies, the church board, Pastors Jim MacLellan and Jason Goulet were officials at the service.

On July 11, 2005 construction began with a track hoe, and packer doing the ground work.  Throughout construction the people of the church worked and gave of their time and it was because of the hard work of so many, the project was able to proceed to completion.

On January 29, 2006 the first service was held in the new addition. Construction was still under way in most of the rest of the building but the sanctuary auditorium was ready for use.  Construction and renovations continued throughout the winter and the building was completed on May 28 2006.

Due to the blessing of the Lord and the willingness and help of the congregation to work and give to the construction of the building; the building was completed within the mandate set out by the people not to borrow more than $300,000.  By the spring of 2008 there was approximately $35,000 left to pay off the mortgage on the building.  An offering was taken to “pay off” the building, almost $7,000 more than was needed to pay off the balance of $35,000 was given that day.  Almost 2 years to the day from when the building was dedicated we held a mortgage burning on May 25, 2008.  We thank the Lord for His goodness and faithfulness throughout the project.

Unfortunately, on August 9, 2013 when Lois Doering arrived at the church around 11 a.m. and she discovered approximately 2 inches of water down the hallway to the washrooms.  She then discovered a broken coupler hose for the middle stall in the men’s washroom was the culprit.  .  This damage resulted in a claim of $31,000.00 to our insurance as we had to replace flooring from the hallway down the south stairs.  Both washrooms upstairs got new stalls and flooring and the downstairs washrooms had everything except the toilets replaced.  One classroom had to be totally redone and the ceiling in the youth room and hallway had to be replaced.  It was a large amount of work that needed to get done before our Sunday School year began.  Thankfully the Lord saw to it that everything progressed on time.
As with all renovations, and expansions, we still have some cosmetics and landscaping to do.  We have been able to add sidewalks around the building, add a shed on the east side of the building, and add two more stoves to the kitchen.
Dasal Baptist Church

Our congregation has a goodly number of Filipino folks in our membership.  One of these members, Airyn Guerzon (Ortiguero) envisioned a church in her homeland of Dalumpinas.  Whenever her family went home for a visit, they would invite the community folks over for fellowship and bible study.  These bible studies and series of fellowships were then led by a cousin, Rolly Cacayan, who happened to be a pastor in the United Methodist Church.   Airyn shared her vision with Pastor Jim MacLellan and Pastor Jason Goulet who went along side of Airyn to share in the ministry with Pastor Rolly.  After some deliberations and study with Pastor Rolly for the possibility to have the church and to become the first Pastor, Pastor Rolly excitedly accepted the great challenge.  Pastor Jim, Pastor Jason and some of our church members have gone to the Philippines since 2011 to assist the church.  The first worship celebration as Dasal Baptist Church was held in June 2011 with 40 worshipers, and as they celebrated their 4th year in June 2015, they had 90-100 worshipers.
Elk Point Baptist Church (EPBC) provided funds of $30,461.56 to have a building constructed on the Ortiguero land which was finished May 12, 2012.  EPBC has also provided Pastor Rolly’s salary of around $600.00 per month.  As the church was growing a van was needed to transport the people and so, in May 2013, a van was purchased for $5,892.12 with funds from the EPBC.  Then in September 2013, EPBC provided $3,803.49 in funds to have a canopy constructed on the building.   In 2015 through designated giving of $7,304.99 EPBC was able to assist in the construction of a perimeter fence on the property.  
Currently they are worshiping on Sunday mornings and in the afternoon are able to go on home visits and membership classes have started for the new comers.  Wednesday’s they have prayer meeting, bible studies and thanksgiving with the church core group.  They also have a youth group who meets on Friday evenings for bible study, prayer meetings, and who also lead worship for Sunday mornings.   
Our Church Demographics

Elk Point Baptist Church has been formed and fashioned by our Lord in a unique way.  At any given Church gathering there is a noteworthy array of ethnicities and denominational traditions.  Along with an important Filipino contingent we have Christ’s representatives from our First Nations community, from Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, Korea, Ukraine, Scotland, etc.  

Not only is there an international diversity but God in His wisdom and grace has blessed us with a regional diversity.  There are families that attend Elk Point Baptist Church from north and northwest of St. Paul, from Bonnyville to the northeast and Frog Lake to the east.  We have families from southern districts of Clandonald, Derwent, Vermilion and Beauvallon, Alberta.  Finally extending west from Elk Point we have representation from the Perch Lake area.   Elk Point is a community of about 1500 residents but due to involvement of these families the influence of the Church extends beyond 5,000 residents.  All this is to say that the demographic dynamics of Elk Point Baptist Church is incredibly unique and often challenging. But it also means that through God and his grace, He is making an impact in a considerable way in Alberta’s Lakeland.

Our Major Ministries

To enumerate the ministries of Elk Point over these decades would be a formidable task.  However the “branding” of a congregation often results in those ministries that stand the test of time.  They start to shape and form the personality and “flavor” of a congregation.  One of these ministries that is deeply rooted in the life of the Church is the annual Ladies Rally.   Usually conducted in March or April of the year, a group of women volunteers pray and plan the day’s events.  The common denominator is bible-based teaching.  The day includes worship, fellowship, meaningful interaction, and a healthy meal. God, in His grace, has seen fit to honor this day and bless the efforts of His people.  Ladies from around the Lakeland attend, often averaging 100 on a given day. Another so-called “given” of the day has been the kitchen service of many of the men of the congregation.

We have had various ministries to children through DVBS programs, key events, youth activities, etc. but the ministry that retains the faithful and ongoing ministry to our church children has been the Sunday School.  Ministering to all ages through the faithful preparation and presentation of God’s Word, the Sunday School has been God’s means of grace to come alongside parents as they seek to teach their children the unfathomable treasures of God’s truth.  

Another ministry that has incredible longevity and includes enthusiastic participants is the weekly ladies Bible studies. For decades a group of ladies have met on a morning and one on an evening of the week.  Between the two, over the years, there has often been an average of twenty women participating in these studies on an ongoing basis.  These small groups have extended their mission to also include celebrating marker events with their ladies and supporting them in loving and caring ways.  The endurance of these groups is truly astounding and the faithful leadership over them has been evidence of God’s blessing.

Prior to the division of responsibility of the elders and deacons, the church Board started to meet annually, in the spring, at Wolf Lake, Alberta for a Board Retreat.  This formative and cheerful time soon developed into an Annual Men’s Retreat at Cold Lake, Alberta – now involving all men and often young sons.  Embedded into the DNA of Elk Point Baptist Church is the Annual (Fishing) Men’s Retreat.  Participants can vary from 25-35 men.  There are usually three planned times of instruction and worship. Normally the topics are male in focus and form an opportunity for the pastors to deal with men on these relevant issues.  God in His benevolent goodness always provides enough success in fishing to provide for an annual fish fry that is almost gluttonous. The friendships and fellowship that this event has given opportunity for has been an ongoing delight.  
Technology has also begun to be a great ministry tool for us.  In 2004 our radio ministry started through the St. Paul radio station on Sunday mornings at 8:30am.   We have truly been blessed with this ministry as it allows us to play past sermons to a wider audience.  In 2008 we started our first website which had the ability for our sermons to be listened online and sometimes downloaded, information about upcoming events and activities.  In 2015 we got a new website which is much easier to operate and downloading sermons is simpler.  It also enables us to showcase our different ministries and has a link to our Facebook page.  
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